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GE and ComEd Sign $200M Smart Meter Deal to Modernize Chicago’s Grid  

 GE is Helping ComEd Create an Integrated, End-to-End Smart Grid 

 GE and ComEd to Deploy Approximately 4 Million Smart Meters through 2021 in the Chicago 

Area, Bringing approximately 50 GE Jobs to the City of Chicago  

 ComEd’s Grid Modernization Program Will Help Improve Grid Efficiency and Reliability for Its 

Customers across Northern Illinois 

CHICAGO—July 9, 2013—GE (NYSE: GE) has been selected by ComEd, a unit of Chicago-based Exelon 

Corporation (NYSE: EXC) and the electric utility serving Northern Illinois, to deliver approximately 4 

million smart meters from 2013 to 2021 in a deal worth more than $200 million (U.S.). The smart 

meters will allow ComEd’s customers to better manage their energy usage and help ComEd more 

quickly detect and restore power outages.  

“Deploying smart meters will not only strengthen economic growth, create jobs and modernize our 

electric grid, but empower our customers to take more control over their energy usage,” said Anne 

Pramaggiore, president and CEO, ComEd. “Working side by side with GE, we are able to create a 

modernized grid that will improve reliability, provide new ways to save energy and money and benefit 

the Illinois economy.” 

By deploying advanced meters across its service territory, along with other components of its grid 

modernization initiative, ComEd expects to transform the delivery of electricity to homes and 

businesses and give consumers greater control over their energy consumption and costs.  

Under Illinois’ 2011 Smart Grid Law, ComEd committed to invest more than $2.6 billion over 10 years to 

modernize its electric grid in Northern Illinois—more than $1.3 billion of which is earmarked to build a 

smart grid network and install smart meters in 4 million homes and businesses. 

“The Illinois Smart Grid program will provide ComEd's customers with the benefits of a modern grid 

and help GE grow its local workforce in Chicago,” said Mark Hura, general manager of sales in North 

America, GE’s Digital Energy business. “This program allows us to be local with our customer by adding 

positions focused on the assembly of smart meters, a technology that offers a range of benefits to 

consumers such as shortened restoration time in the event of an outage. ComEd is a valued customer 

to GE, as demonstrated by our long-standing relationship and our recent successful smart meter pilot 

program. We look forward to working with ComEd to make grid modernization a reality in Chicago and 

all of ComEd's service territory." 

GE’s meters will help to enable effective two-way communication between ComEd and its customers. 

For example, ComEd’s smart meters will provide customers with hourly data on their energy usage. 

Smart meters also will alert ComEd to power outages automatically—without requiring customers to 

contact the utility—and help pinpoint the problem so ComEd can restore power faster. 
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GE will assemble the meters in Chicago and expects to create approximately 50 jobs as the project 

ramps up—a process GE is familiar with, given prior successes in localizing assembly for large-scale 

meter deployments with utilities such as Florida Power & Light.  

Since 2011, GE has grown its presence in Chicago, adding more than 500 jobs. The increase reflects 

GE’s desire to build on the company’s strong presence in the region and to continue to serve current 

and potential customers. The Windy City is currently home to the global headquarters for GE 

Transportation, a cross section of GE Capital businesses and the Monogram Design Center, a 

showcase for GE Monogram appliances. 

GE’s Digital Energy business is a global leader in transmission and distribution solutions that manage 

and move power from the power plant to the consumer. Its products and services increase the 

reliability of electrical power networks and critical equipment for utility, industrial and large 

commercial customers. From protecting and optimizing assets such as generators, transmission lines 

and motors, to delivering analytic tools to help manage the power grid, and providing uninterruptible 

power, GE’s Digital Energy business delivers industry-leading technologies to solve the unique 

challenges of each customer. For more information, visit http://www.gedigitalenergy.com. 

About GE 

GE (NYSE: GE) works on things that matter. The best people and the best technologies taking on the 

toughest challenges. Finding solutions in energy, health and home, transportation and finance. 

Building, powering, moving and curing the world. Not just imagining. Doing. GE works. For more 

information, visit the company's website at www.ge.com. 

Follow GE Energy Management and its Digital Energy business on Twitter @GE_EnergyMgmt and 

@YourSmartGrid. Follow GE in the Chicago area on Twitter @GEChicago. 

About ComEd 

Commonwealth Edison Company (ComEd) is a unit of Chicago-based Exelon Corporation (NYSE: EXC), 

the nation’s leading competitive energy provider, with approximately 6.6 million customers. ComEd 

provides service to approximately 3.8 million customers across northern Illinois, or 70 percent of the 

state’s population. 
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