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PRESS RELEASE

GE Digital Energy Delivers Fast, Secure and Reliable LAN Connectivity with New High-Port Density Media Converter

Multilin MultiNet4 delivers a powerful, fully managed solution for network enabling serial devices 
For release: October 14, 2008

MARKHAM, Ontario, Canada -- GE Digital Energy announces the Multilin MultiNet4, a media converter that offers four independently configurable serial ports and an integrated, fully managed four-port Ethernet switch. This newest addition to the Multilin family of Serial-to-Ethernet media converters supports large advanced networks and provides an economical option for Serial-to-Ethernet protocol conversion for Intelligent Electronic Devices (IEDs) and other serial devices.  The MultiNet4 is ideal for companies using GE’s IEDs or Multilin Relays.  It is environmentally hardened to withstand harsh utility and industrial environments and delivers fast, secure, and reliable LAN connectivity. 

The MultiNet4 connects serial devices to new or existing Ethernet networks. Its four serial ports have the capability to connect up to 128 serial Modbus devices, eliminating complex wiring and the need for additional communications converters.  For the most optimized collection of data across multiple serial ports, the MultiNet4 utilizes individually configurable serial ports that can be set to work at different speeds and with different Modbus TCP port settings.  Each port can be configured for RS-232 or RS-485 serial devices, which provides greater flexibility in what can be connected to the MultiNet4.
As part of a complete industrial or utility-based networking solution, the MultiNet4 includes advanced techniques to ensure the highest levels of network manageability and security.  Utilizing industry standards, the MultiNet4 provides a complete security toolkit including authentication and encryption, remote access and password control, port security, and event logging and alarming of unauthorized access.  Completely supported by the Multilin EnerVista™ Suite of software applications, network personnel are able to quickly and easily view network status, and receive alarms and security alerts on any potential network issues.        

In addition to network-enabling Modbus serial devices and providing full network and device management capabilities, the MultiNet4’s built in four-port Ethernet switch ensures highly reliable connectivity to the LAN, both upstream to SCADA and management applications, as well as downstream to other Ethernet devices.  Continuity of service and network reliability is increased using Link Loss Alert (LLA), ensuring fast recovery from any broken links.  With added support for advanced Ethernet features such as VLANs, Quality of Service (QoS), SNMP, RSTP, and IPv6 addressing, MultiNet4 providers users with rich Ethernet functionality, eliminating the need for additional managed switches and monitoring and control software.  With support for multiple interface options including fiber optic communications, MultiNet4 is suitable for applications where long cable runs, EMI/RFI immunity, and electrical isolation are necessary.

For more information on the Multilin MultiNet4, visit www.gemultilin.com.

About GE Digital Energy:

GE Digital Energy, a division of GE Enterprise Solutions, is a global leader in protection and control, communications, power sensing and power quality solutions.  Its products and services increase the reliability of electrical power networks and critical equipment for utility, industrial and large commercial customers.  From protecting and optimizing assets such as generators, transmission lines and motors, to ensuring secure wireless data transmission and providing uninterruptible power, GE Digital Energy delivers industry-leading technologies to solve the unique challenges of each customer. For more information, visit http://www.gedigitalenergy.com.

About GE Enterprise Solutions:
GE Enterprise Solutions elevates customers' productivity and profitability with integrated solutions using sensors and non-destructive testing; security and life safety technologies; power system protection and control; and plant automation and embedded computing systems. Enterprise Solutions' high-tech, high-growth businesses include Sensing & Inspection Technologies, Security, Digital Energy, and GE Fanuc Intelligent Platforms. The business has 17,000 problem-solving employees in more than 60 countries around the world.
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